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Due Date:	Thursday, April 12
Hard copy in Class
E-copy to Blackboard
Objectives

· Identify and discuss the impact and themes of major authors and texts of American literature from 1865 to the present.
· Identify and describe important social, political, economic, and historical contexts and timelines about key facts and events of American literary history from 1865 to the present.
· Identify and describe the characteristics of the major genres, forms, and literary elements of American literature from 1865 to the present, with particular emphasis on the following: genre, point of view, character, metaphor, symbol, realism, naturalism, modernism, drama, short story, poem, autobiography, and novel.
· Develop, practice, and master the ability to apply methods of literary critical analysis to new works of literature in classroom discussions, oral presentations, essay examinations, and papers in standard oral and written American English.
· Develop, practice, and master the ability to analyze a work of literature in terms of how its parts relate to the whole, including assessing the significance and relevance of the aesthetic elements in a text in class discussions, oral presentations, essay examinations, and papers.
· Develop, practice, and master the ability to evaluate literary works using sound personal and theoretical standards.
· Practice and master the ability to locate, comprehend, interpret, summarize, and assess published scholarly critical analyses of literary texts.
· Practice and master the ability to synthesize research sources appropriately into original written and oral texts, using MLA documentation and formatting conventions.
· Develop, practice, and master the ability to articulate critical responses and to propose and defend critical arguments with reasoned opinion and clear support, clear consideration of audience, and effective organization, using MLA documentation and formatting conventions as well as standard oral and written American English.
· Develop, practice, and master the ability to articulate personal evaluations of literary texts with reasoned opinion and clear support, clear consideration of audience, and effective organization, using MLA documentation and formatting conventions as well as standard oral and written American English.
· Develop and express in oral and written communication an appreciation of the scope and artistry of American literature from 1865 to the present.

Reminder of Academic Integrity

Keep in mind that all of your essays will be submitted through turnitin.com, which will evaluate the originality of the essay.  If my evaluation of the turnitin.com report determines that an essay was plagiarized, I will assign an “F” and report that student’s plagiarism to the Associate Vice-President of Academic Affairs, in compliance with RMU’'s Academic Integrity Policy.

Intended Audience

Your intended audience for your essay is an academic group of people, including students and instructors.  You should assume that your audience has read the work(s) about which you are writing; therefore, you do not need to summarize the work extensively.  However, you should include paraphrases and quotes that prove your view of the work.

Literary Present Tense

Literary present tense can be defined as the use of verbs in the present tense when discussing the language, characters, and events in a work of literature.  The literary present tense is customarily used when writing about literary nonfiction as well as fiction—essays and memoirs as well as novels, plays, and poems.	

Manuscript Requirements for Written Work:	MLA Format
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The Title of Your Paper
		Then, begin to write your paper on this next line.  All outside-of-class papers 	and rewrites are to be typed in a serif font and double-spaced.  Use 1-inch margins. 	For specific information about formatting according to MLA Conventions, refer to 	your handbook from your Communications Skills classes, Rebecca Moore Howard’s 	Writing Matters: A 	Handbook for Writing and Research.  If you do not have access 	to this handbook, you may use any other handbook or use the Purdue OWL website 	for MLA documentation. < https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/> 	In addition, you may refer to the model MLA papers included in the “Writing 	Literature Essays” link in your Blackboard course shell.

Task 
	
Write a 6- to 8-page researched essay analyzing a work(s), an author, literary techniques, literary devices, or the environment in which a work was created.  You may choose from any excerpts from a novel, short story, poem, or play in your text whether it was an assigned work or not.  If you choose an unassigned work, please email me.

In your essay, develop a thesis that is an argument.

Keep in mind that this essay is an argument.  I should be able to discern easily the argument as I read your work.  Keep in mind Toulmin analysis from COSK1221.

 Claim					 Grounds
 Stated Reason				 Conditions of Rebuttal
 Warrant

Suggestions for Literary Analysis Topics

Following are some suggestions for topics for your researched essay:

· An American Value System
· A critical approach to literature, including but not limited to
· New Criticism
· Stucturalism
· Deconstruction
· Biographical Criticism
· Psychoanalytic Criticism
· Marxist Criticism
· Gender Criticism
· Literary devices, including but not limited to
· Allegories
· Symbols
· Characterization
· Imagery
· Themes
· Literary Movements
· Realism
· Regional Realism
· Naturalism
· Modernism
· Postmodernism

The suggestions listed above are just that—suggestions.  If you have another idea for a paper, please consult your instructor first before you begin working on it.


Requirements for Sources	Minimum 4 outside sources

You must find outside sources to support your work.  These sources should be reliable and authoritative; at least two must be scholarly.  For the minimum requirement, find four outside sources (two scholarly) that either support your view of the work or function as rebuttal for your argument concerning your chosen work.

The sources that you find should relate in some way to your thesis, but your thesis must be original and thus at least somewhat different from the theses of the sources.  The purpose of including an authoritative or scholarly source in your essay is to show that you are aware of the conversation or discussion that surrounds the work of literature on which you are focused.  You need to show that you know what other scholars have said to demonstrate that what you are saying is new and significant. 

Your essay is the development of your own thesis. You will use your sources to support your viewpoint and serve as additional grounds (besides your own).  One or more of your sources may disagree with your viewpoint.  You may use these sources in the rebuttal section.  Once you summarize each differing opinion, you will attempt to undermine or delegitimize those arguments that differ from yours, showing your audience why your view is superior.

When referring to the work(s) in our text, use only author and title.  Because you are using outside sources in addition to your work(s), (1) use parenthetical citation in the text of your essay and (2) include at the end of the essay a Works Cited page (MLA format).  Not to document sources constitutes plagiarism.
	
Clear writing, standard usage and grammar, an absence of spelling errors, and an original, interesting thesis adequately developed are all requirements.  Papers that do not meet the length requirements will receive low grades. 

Evaluation:  See the rubric in your syllabus.
